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Abstract

In this paper, we provide a new type of study approach for the two-dimensional (2D)
Sobolev equations. We first establish a semi-discrete Crank-Nicolson (CN) formulation
with second-order accuracy about time for the 2D Sobolev equations. Then we
directly establish a fully discrete CN finite volume element (CNFVE) formulation from
the semi-discrete CN formulation about time and provide the error estimates for the
fully discrete CNFVE solutions. Finally, we provide a numerical example to verify the
correction of theoretical conclusions. Further, it is shown that the fully discrete CNFVE
formulation is better than the fully discrete FVE formulation with first-order accuracy
in time.
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1 Introduction

The finite volume element (FVE) method (see [1, 2]) is a very effective discretization tool
for the two-dimensional (2D) Sobolev equations. Compared to finite element (FE) (see
[3, 4]) and finite difference schemes (see [5]), the FVE method is very much easier to im-
plement and provides flexibility in handling complicated computational domains. Espe-
cially, the FVE method can ensure local mass conservation and a highly desirable prop-
erty in many real-life applications. Thus, it is considered as the preferred numerical ap-
proach. It is also known as a generalized difference method (see [6, 7]) or a box method
(see [8, 9]). It has been widely used in real-life numerical computations (see, e.g, [1, 2,
6-17]).

A semi-discrete FVE formulation with respect to spatial variables (see [18]) and a fully
discrete FVE formulation with the first-order accuracy in time (see [19]) for the 2D Sobolev
equations have also been posed. However, to the best of our knowledge, there is not any
paper about the Crank-Nicolson (CN) FVE (CNFVE) method and the error analysis for
the 2D Sobolev equations. Therefore, in this paper, we establish a fully discrete CNFVE
formulation with the second-order accuracy in time for the 2D Sobolev equations and
provide the error estimates of the fully discrete CNFVE solutions.
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The procedure that we here establish the fully discrete CNFVE formulation is different
from the classical FVE methods. The classical FVE methods were first to establish the
semi-discrete FVE formulations with respect to spatial variables, and, then, to build the
fully discrete FVE formulations. Whereas the fully discrete CNFVE formulation here is
directly established from the semi-discrete CN formulation about time, which avoids the
semi-discrete FVE formulation with respect to spatial variables, such that the procedure of
theoretical analysis for the fully discrete CNFVE formulation becomes simpler and more
convenient than the classical FVE methods, which is a new type of study approach for the
2D Sobolev equations.

In addition, because the 2D Sobolev equations do not only include the first-order deriva-
tive in time but also contain the mixed derivatives of the first-order derivative in time and
the second-order in spatial variables (see the term Au; for Problem I in Section 2), so
the theoretical study of the fully discrete CNFVE formulation for the 2D Sobolev equa-
tions requires more technique than that for the 2D parabolic problems in [1, 6, 11], but the
Sobolev equations are more useful than parabolic problems.

The outline of the paper is as follows. In Section 2, we establish the semi-discrete CN
formulation about time for the 2D Sobolev equations and provide the error estimates of
solutions for the formulation. In Section 3, we directly establish the fully discrete CNFVE
formulation from the semi-discrete CN formulation about time and analyze the errors of
the CNFVE solutions, where the error estimates obtained here are optimal, well-rounded,
and very beautiful. In Section 4, we provide a numerical example to verify that the nu-
merical results are consistent with theoretical conclusions. Further, it is shown that the
fully discrete CNFVE formulation is better than the fully discrete FVE formulation with
the first-order accuracy in time (see [19]). Section 5 provides main conclusions and future
tentative ideas.

2 Semi-discrete CN formulation with second-order accuracy about time and
error estimates
Let Q C R? be a bounded domain with piecewise smooth boundary 9Q and consider the

following initial boundary value problems of the 2D Sobolev equations in Q x [0, T'.
Problem I Seek u such that

ur—eAu,—yAu=f, (x5t eQx(0,T],
u(x,y,t) =51, &1t edx(0,T],
ux,9,0) =go(x,9), (x,9 €,

where u; = 0u/dt, ¢ and y are two positive constants, the source term f(x, y, £), the bound-
ary value function ¥ (x,y, ), and the initial value function ¢, (x, y) are sufficiently smooth
to ensure the following theoretical analysis validity, and T is the total time. For the sake of
convenience and without loss of generality, we may as well suppose that v (x, y, ) is a zero
function in the following theoretical analysis.

The Sobolev equations possess the important physical background. They are used to
describe the fluid flow penetrating rocks, soils, or different viscous media (see [20—22]).
They have widely been used in many real-life engineering fields.
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The Sobolev spaces and their norms used in this context are standard [23]. Let U =
H}(S2). Then the variational formulation for Problem I can be stated as follows.

Problem II Seek u(¢): [0, T] — U such that

(v, w) + ealug, w) + ya(u,w) = (f,w), VYwel,
u(xryro) = QDO(X,J/), (x:y) €,

where a(u, w) = (Vu, Vw) and (-, -) represents the inner product in L2(£2).

It is well known that Problem II has a unique solution that satisfies the following estimate
(see [20-22]):

el 2y + IV uello < C(If 22y + llgolln),

where || - || ym 1) is the normal in Sobolev space H™(0, T; H/(Q)), C = v/2/min{1,2¢, y].

For the positive integer N, we denote the time step increment by k = T/N and put " =
u(x,y,t,) (t, = nk, 0 <n < N) and #" = (1" + u"1)/2. If the derivative u; of # at t = t, about
time is approximated by the difference d,u” = (" — u"™")/k, then the semi-discrete CN
formulation with respect to time for Problem II is stated as follows.

Problem III Seek u” € U such that

{ (0,u",v) + ea(d,u”,v) + ya(it",v) = (f(tn_%), v), VYvel,1<mn<N, 2.2)

uo(x’y) = u(xryro) = §00(?€»3’), (x’y) € Q.

Note that the norm || - ||; is equivalent to the semi-norm ||V (-)|lo in H}(2), i.e., there are
two constants C; and C, such that (see, e.g., [3, 4, 6])

CilVvllo < IVl < G2l VVllo, Vv e Hy().
For the semi-discrete CN formulation, we have the following results.

Theorem 1 Problem 111 has a unique series of solutions u” e U (n=1,2,...,N), and if
f € W2(0, T; L*(2)), we have the following error estimates:

|uttn) = || + | V () = ") |y < CE N1l s ety (2.3)
where C = [C3/(228y) + £2/(114y) + y/16]"?/ min{1, \/z}.

Proof PutA(u,v) = 2(u,v) +2¢ea(u,v) +kya(u,v), F(v) = 2k(f(tn_% ), V) + 2", v) + 2ea(u,
v) — kya(u"1,v). Then Problem III is equivalently restated as follows:

AW",v)=F(v), VYvel,1<n<N,

0 _ _ (2.4)
u (xry) = M(x’y’o) = (00(75:)’)’ (x’y) € Q.

Since A(u,u) = 2||ull? + 2¢||Vull2 + ky | Vull? > 2||lull? + 2¢||Vull2 > a|lull} (where a =
min{2,2¢}), A(u,v) is a positive definite bilinear function in H}(2) x H}(R). It is evident
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that A(u,v) is continuous in Hy(2) x H}(2) and F(v) is also a continuous linear function
in H}(Q) for given u"~1. Thus, by means of the Lax-Milgram theorem (see [3] or [4]), we
deduce that variational equation (2.4), i.e., Problem III has a unique series of solutions
ueldn=1,2,...,N).

By taking t =£,_ 1 in Problem II, we have

(2.5)

(e(t,_1),v) + ealudt, 1), v) + yalult,_1),v) = (K, 1)v), Vvel,
u(x,9,0) = po(x,9), (x,y) € Q.

By using a Taylor expansion, we obtain

2
ute) =t )+ (5 Yt )+ (5 ) gty

K\’ 1
. (5) S, )+ (2.6)
_ k K\*1
ul(tn) = ult,_1) - <§>ut(tn_;)+ <2> gun(t -1)

k
_ <§<> o (tn_l)‘f"" (2.7)

By using the Newton remainder term and by subtracting (2.7) from (2.6), we obtain

u(ty) — u(ty_1) _ k2

X =u(t, 1)+ 18 [ 1) + u® (E20)), (2.8)

where &, € [t,-1,t,] and &, € [£,-1,t,]. By using the Newton remainder term again and by
adding (2.6) to (2.7), we obtain

u(tn) + M(t,, 1) 12

=ult,_ 1)+—[ '(30) + u? (Ea)], (2.9)

where &3, € [t,-1,t,] and &, € [£,-1,,]. With (2.8) and (2.9), from (2.5), we obtain the
following equivalent form:

(u(tn) — u(ty1),v) + ea(u(t,) - ( n-1), V) + kya((u(t,) + u(t,1))/2,v)
k—( V(&) +u (&), v) + —ﬂ( O (1) + u® (), v)

Vk (2.10)
+ L a(u® (&) + u? (Ean),v) + (f (2 ), Wvel,
M(x’y’ O) = (Po(x,y)r (x’y) € Q.
Let e, = u(t,) — u". By subtracting (2.2) from (2.10), we obtain
(€ — €n-1,V) + £a(en — €y1,v) + “Lale, + e51,v)
= L UOEL) + 4O (E),v) + K alu® (E) + 4O (E2), V) o

+ 20w (Es,) + uD (), ), Wyell,
e =0, (xy) €.
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By taking v = e, + €,.1 in (2.11) and by using the Holder and Cauchy inequalities, we obtain

k
lealls = llea-1ll§ + £(1Vel; = [ Verl}) + - Vies + e

/3
< S ([19@], + [0 )l + el

kB
+ 25 (V2@ o+ [VuD(E)],) | Vien + el

k3
+ T (V2@ + [ Vu® Ean)] ) [ Ve + 0t

yk
€ e 2 + 2] + Ve + e

<
- 482
e2k> k
* g, V@ + 4]V En]) + T Vien el
162 (4”V” 53”)”0 + 4HV"‘ 2) (an) Ho) t ”V(e" +en- 1)”0 (2.12)

It follows from (2.12) that

2 2 2 2
lleallo = llenllo + (I Venllg = 1 Venllig)

C2k 2 2 4|V
=187 2[u® &, + 2[4 @) + 482 (|| ()5
+4| VUl )] o) + 162 (4||Vu (En)|g + 4] VU Ean) ). (213)

Note that eg = 0. By summing from 1 to # for (2.13), we obtain

2 2
leallo +&llVenlly

C , . i
= 1,152y Z(”” (Eu)”o + ||u (‘52;‘)“0)
’ i=1

* 576y LUVE @]+ [V @)

n

yk5 (2
+ Y (Ve &) [ + | Vu® )| o)

i=1

2
4 2 2
Thus, it follows from (2.14) that
leallo + 1 Venllo < CR>llaell wao ey, (2.15)

where C = [C2/(526y) + £2/(228y) + y/32]"?/min{1, /¢}, which gets (2.3) and completes
the proof of Theorem 1. g
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3 Fully discrete CNFVE formulation and error estimate

In this section, we will directly establish the fully discrete CNFVE formulation from the
time semi-discrete CN formulation for the 2D Sobolev equations and analyze the errors
of the fully discrete CNFVE solutions. To this end, it is necessary to adopt an FVE approx-
imation for the spatial variables of Problem III.

Let 3, = {K} be the quasi-uniform triangulation of Q (see [3] or [4]) and I the dual par-
tition based on J;,. The elements in J7, called the control volumes, are formed by means of
the same technique as that in [6]. Denote the barycenter of K € Jj, by zx. By connecting zx
with line segments to the midpoints of the edges of K, we divide it into three quadrilaterals
K, (z = (x,,y.) € Z,(K), where Z;,(K) represents a set of the vertices of K). Then the control
volume V, is constituted by the sub-regions K, of the sharing vertex z € Zj, = | L Zn(K)
(see Figure 1). Thus, all control volumes covering the domain €2 form the dual partition
3 based on 3. Z; represents the set of interior vertices in Zj.

The trial function space 1}, and test space [}, are defined as follows, respectively:

Uy = {un € C(Q) NHy(R) : uplx € P1(K), YK € 3},

Uy = {wy, € L*(Q) : waly, € Po(V2),YV; € S waly, =0,V NQ # 0},

where Pj(e) (I =0,1and e = K or V,) are /th polynomial spaces on e.
It is obvious that LI, C U and the test space [}, is spanned by the following basis func-

tions:

1, () eV,
0, elsewhere,

b.(x,y) = Vz e Z,. (3.1)

For w € U, let IT,w be the interpolation operator of w onto Uj. By the interpolation
theory of Sobolev spaces (see [3, 4, 6]), we have

|w—Twl,, < CH* " |wl,, m=0,1ifwe H*(S), (3.2)

where C in this context denotes a positive constant which is possibly different at various
positions, being independent of /z and k.
For w € U, let ITjw be the interpolation operator of w onto the test space i, ie.,

Mw=Y_ wz)¢.. (3.3)

o
zeZh

Figure 1 Triangle element and control volume. The left chart is a triangle K partitioned into three
sub-regions K. The right chart is a sample region with dotted lines indicating the corresponding control
volume V.
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By the interpolation theory (see [3, 4, 6]), we have
”w—l'[ZwHO < Chlw|. (3.4)
Further, the interpolation operator IT; satisfies the following properties (see [6, 14, 15]).

Lemma 2 Ifv, € Uy, then
f (vi = Mjvyp) dxdy =0, K€y
K
Vi — T ||U(Q) < Chillvullwr ng)y 1=r=oo.
Let

a(w,wy) ==Y wi(@alw,¢.), Vuy € Uy, Ywy € Uy, (3.5)
VZESZ

uy gy — 0

where a(uy, ¢,) = fevz(ﬁ dy 5 dx) and z = (x,, 7).
The following two lemmas are known (see [6, 14]).

Lemma 3 The bilinear form a(uy, IT}vy,) is symmetric, bounded, and positive definite, i.e.,
a(up, Tvy) = a(vi, Mug) = a(up, vi),  Yup, vy € Uy,
and there exist two positive constants C3 and Cy such that
a(up, vi) < C3||Vugllol Vvillo, aup, up) > CallVuyll,  VYup, vy € Uy
Lemma 4 The following formula holds:
(v, i) = (i, Mya), Vo, ity € U
Ifu e H"(Q)? (m = 0,1) and vy, € Uy, the following error estimates hold:
|Gty vi) = (s, Tvi) | < CH" M atllllvills - 7= 0,1.

Put |lupllo = (un, T up)?. Then || - |lo is equivalent to | - lo on Uy, ie., there exist two
positive constants Cs and Cg that satisfy

Csllunllo < unllo < Cellunllo, Vun € Up.
For given solutions u € U, define a generalized Ritz projection Ry, : U — U, such that
(Rpu — u,vp) + sa(Ryu — u,vy) =0, Vv, € U (3.6)

Thus, from standard FE method (see, e.g., [3] or [4]), we have the following results.
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Lemma 5 The generalized projection Ry, : U — U}, satisfies

llu — Ryully < Clluellz. (37)
Ifu € HX(Q), we have

ll = Ryllo + h||V (= Ryw) | < Ch*[[ull. (3.8)

The following discrete Gronwall lemma is known (see [4]) and will be used in the next
analysis.

Lemma 6 (Discrete Gronwall lemma) If {a,}, {b,}, and {c,} are three positive sequences,
and {c,} is monotone that satisfy ao + by < ¢y and a, + b, < ¢, + A Z:’:OI a, (n=12,...,
1 >0), then a,, + b, < c,exp(nr) (n=0,1,2,...).

Thus, the fully discrete CNFVE formulation with the second-order accuracy for the 2D
Sobolev equations is stated as follows.

Problem IV Seek u] € Uj, such that

(uf — ™ Tvy) + eauy —uf ™, vy) + %Va(uz +ul ™, vp)
= k(f(tn_%), szh)x vvh € Uhr (39)

U (x%,y) = Rugpo,  (x,) € Q.
We have the following main result for Problem IV.

Theorem 7 Under the hypotheses of Theorem 1, if ¢y € H (), then Problem 1V has a
unique series of solution uj, € Uy, that satisfies

n
||MZ||O + ||VMZ ”0 < C(/(Z”f(ti_;)”() + ||<p0||1>, n=12,...,N. (3.10)
i=1

And if f € W*(0, T; HH(RQ)), 9o € HX(Q), and k = O(h), then the errors between the solu-
tion u(t) to Problem 11 and the solutions uj, to Problem IV are as follows:

|uts) —uwy|, <C(K*+k*), n=12,...,N. (3.11)

Proof Let A(u,v) = 2(u, IT}v) + 2ea(u,v) + kya(u,v) and F(v) = 2k(f(¢, 7%), ) + 2,
M;v) +2ea(u}™,v)—kya(u;™,v). Then Problem IV may be equivalently restated as follows:

A(up,vp) =F(vp), VYvpel,l<n<N, (312)

ug(x,y) =0, (xy) €.
From Lemma 4, we have A(u, u) = 2|[|ull[} + 2¢ (| Vul|3 + ky | Vull3 > 2Cs||ull3 + 2¢|| Vul|3 >
aflull? (where & = min{2Cs,2¢}). Thus, A(u,v) is a positive definite bilinear function on
Uy, x Uy. It is evident that A(u,v) is a continuous bilinear function on U, x Uj, and F(v)
is a continuous linear function on Uj, for fixed #}~. Thus, by the Lax-Milgram theorem
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(see [3] or [4]), we deduce that the system of equation (3.12), i.e., Problem IV has a unique
series of solutions u}, € U, (n=1,2,...,N).
By taking v; = #} + #"" in Problem IV, we have
ol = il + £ (| Ve g = 1 V25 )

< kflr,-pllo s + 7, (3.13)

Note that ||l + )l < CIV (@l +ul™)llo < CUIVulllo + | Viy™[lo). From (3.13) we have

il = flesi™ Ml + CC(HVuhHo [V o) = 2kllr @, pllo- (3.14)

By summing from 1 to # for (3.14), we obtain

il + g 1Vl =263y Bl + e |9 315)

i=1

By using Lemma 4, from (3.15), we obtain (3.10).
By subtracting Problem IV from Problem III by taking v = v, € Uj, C U, we obtain the

following error equations:

(" — s — " — ™), vp) + (= ™ vy = TTvy) + ey @@’ — i, vi)
+ea —uj = ('™ ™) vi) =k, v = TGv), Vopelly  (316)
up(x,y) =u’(x,9) =0, (x,)€Q.

It follows from (3.6) and (3.16) that

[Riae” = s + eV (R =) g
= (Rpu — ", Ryt — up) + (" — uijy, Ryu” — uify)
+ S(V(Rhu” - u"), V(Rhu” - uZ)) + 8(V(u” - uZ), V(Rhu” - uZ))
= (' —u S Ry — ) + e (V(u" = uf ), V(Ryu" - uf))

_ky

N - a), 9 @ - )

— (! = ™ Ry — ! — TT (R — )
+ k(6,1 Ryt = sy = T (Rt = ay)). (3.17)
By using (3.6) and the Holder and Cauchy inequalities, we have
(" = Ry — ) + e(V (" =), V(Ryu” - )
= (Rt = uy ™ Ryt — uly) + & (V (Rt = ™), V (Rt — )
e 1 L

# V@™ =) G+ |9 Rue” = )] (318)
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k
== (V" = R, (R = 147)) = = (V (Rs” = 63), ¥ (Riae” 7))

= k (u” — Ry, Ryu” — MZ) - %(V(Rhu" - MZ), V(Rhu” - uZ))
2

k
< @”u” - Ryu” ||(2) + Z”Rhu” —uj,

~ N
3

2
0’

(3.19)
V(' - ), V(R — uf)
K et Rt )

— (VR = ), (Rt - 1))

= %(ul’l—l _ Rhun_lthun _ MZ) _ %(V(Rhun—l _ MZ_l), V(Rhun _ uz))

ky2 n— n— k n n
< ozl - R o+ 7 IR — g
k
+ [V R =) |G+ [V (R =) ] (3:20)
If k = O(h), with Lemma 4, and Taylor’s formula, we have

(uy — u ™, Ry — uify — T (R — ual) )
= O |[V (= ;7)o | V (Rue” = )|
< CR |V (Ruae" 1) g + CH[| 7 (Ryas” —u")

+ |V = u" )|, + || V(" = Ruug )

lo lo

+ [ V@R =) [ ]IV Rew” =) |
< K[|V Ruae" — uf) g + [V (Ruady™ = 17™) [ ]
+ CHK|| Vun &) |5 + CH[ |V (" - Rusd)) |2
V@ =R ™3] 6 € (Gaorst), (3.21)
K(f (8,3 ), Ruad" =ty = TG, (Ryu” = 1))

< CH | VF (@, 1) g + CK| V (Ruw” — ) - (3.22)
By combining (3.18) to (3.22) with (3.17), we obtain
[Ruae” s+ [ 9 (Ruae” = )
< [Ru"™ = ™ g+ |V (Ru™ — )
+ CPK{ |V (" = Ry") [+ [ 9 (™ = Ry ) ]
+ CHK[|Vf €, o + [ VaelEn] ]

+ CR |V (Ruae” =) g + 9 (" = Rzt ) ]
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+ CR[ [Ruae" — g + ™ = Ru ]
P R ey et (3.23)
By summing from 1 to # for (3.23) and using Lemma 5, we obtain
[Riae” =g + |9 (R = ) g

< Cht+ Ok Y {1V (' = Road) [ + VA ) g+ [ Vae@ [G])

i=0

+ kS (el (Ruae = )|+ | Rt = 2|2+ e Ryady |- (3.24)
i=0

If k is sufficiently small such that Ck < 1/2, it follows from (3.24) that
|Ruaw* =+ e |V (Ruaw” = )

< Ch' + Ck Y |V ('~ Road') [ + [V ) + | V@ 5]}

i=1
+ CkZHu’ - Ryu, Ho + CkZ[s ”V(Rhu’ - u;l) ||0 + ||Rhu‘ - u, Ho]' (3.25)
i=1 i=0

Thus, by using Lemmas 5 and 6, from (3.25) we obtain
[Rae” =g + |V (Rusa” = )

<C kZ[”u’ —Rhuz ||(2) +h HV(ui —Rhui) ||(2)] + h* } exp(Ckn)

i=1

< Ch*. (3.26)
Further, it follows from (3.26) that

”Rhu” - uj, Ho + ”V(Rhu” - uZ) < Ch2. (3.27)

lo
Combining (3.27) with Lemma 5 and Theorem 1 yields (3.11) which complete the proof of
Theorem 7. O

Remark 1 The error estimates of Theorem 7 are optimal order, well-rounded, and very
beautiful.

4 A numerical example

In this section, we provide a numerical example of the 2D Sobolev equations to illustrate
that the numerical results are consistent with theoretical conclusions. Further, it is shown
that the fully discrete CNFVE formulation is better than the fully discrete FVE formulation
with the first-order accuracy in [19], thus validating the feasibility and efficiency of the fully
discrete CNFVE formulation.



Luo Journal of Inequalities and Applications (2016) 2016:188 Page 12 of 15

4
u x10

Figure 2 CNFVE solution with the second-order accuracy when t =2s.

We choose the computational domain as © = [0,2] x [0,2]. We take & = 1/(2072),
y =1/(27?), the initial value function ¢ (x,) = sin wx sin 7y, the boundary value function
¥ (x,9,t) = 0, and the source term f(x,y, t) = 12 sinwx sin 7wy exp(10¢).

We first divide the Q into the right triangle element with diameter / = V2 x 1072,
which constitutes a triangularization J, with the number of node Nj, = 4 x 10%. The dual
decomposition 37, consists of barycenter dual decomposition, i.e., the barycenter of the
right triangle K € J), acted as the node of the dual decomposition. In order to satisfy the
condition k = O(k) in Theorem 7, we choose the time step increment as k = 1072 s (sec-
ond).

When we adopt the fully discrete CNFVE formulation to solve the 2D Sobolev equa-
tions at £ = 2 s, as soon as we perform 200 steps, we can obtain the numerical solution
with accuracy 10~* with respect to the norm || - ||; in H}(2) (see Figure 2) such that the ac-
cumulation of truncation errors in the computational process is very slow (see the dotted
line of Figure 4).

If one adopts the following fully discrete FVE formulation (see [19]):

Problem V Seek uj, € U}, such that

W} — u ™t vy + ea(u) — uf ™, vi) + kya(ull, vi)
= k(f(trl)r HZVh)’ VVh € Uhr (4'1)
up)(%,9) = Rugo(%,9),  (%,7) € Q

to find the solution for the 2D Sobolev equations, the error estimates between the accuracy
solution and the fully discrete FVE solutions only have the first-order accuracy in time as
follows (see [19]):

||u(t,,)—uZ||1 <C(k+h), n=12,...,N.
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Figure 4 Compare errors of the CNFVE solutions with the FVE solutions with the first-order accuracy
when0 <t<2s.

Thus, in order to obtain the same computational accuracy as the fully discrete CNFVE
formulation with the second-order accuracy, the time step increment and spatial step in-
crement for Problem V have to choose as & = O(k) = O(10~%) such that the number of node
is Nj, = 4 x 108. When one uses the fully discrete FVE formulation with the first-order ac-
curacy to find the solution for the 2D Sobolev equations at ¢ = 2 s which is depicted graph-
ically on the chart in Figure 3, he needs to perform 20,000 steps so that the accumulation
of its truncation errors in the computational process increases very quick (see the solid
line in Figure 4) and is far greater that those of the fully discrete CNFVE formulation
with the second-order accuracy. It is shown that the errors of the second-order accuracy
CNEFVE solutions are far smaller than those of the first-order accuracy FVE solutions be-
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cause the accumulation of truncation errors for the fully discrete CNFVE formulation is
far slower than that for the fully discrete FVE formulation with the first-order accuracy
(see Figure 4). Further, it is shown that the fully discrete CNFVE formulation with the
second-order accuracy to solve the 2D Sobolev equation is computationally very effective
and the numerical results are consistent with theoretical those because the theoretical
and numerical errors all are O(10~*) with respect to the norm || - ||; in H}(S2). Therefore,
the fully discrete CNFVE formulation is far better than the fully discrete FVE formula-
tion with the first-order accuracy in time in [19]. In addition, the study approaches here
are simpler and more convenient than those of the classical fully discrete FVE methods
(see, e.g., [6,13]) due to avoiding the semi-discrete FVE formulation with respect to space

variables.

5 Conclusions and perspective
In this paper, we have directly established the fully discrete CNFVE formulation with the
second-order accuracy for 2D Sobolev equations from the semi-discrete CN formulation
with second-order accuracy about time, analyzed the errors between the accurate solution
and the fully discrete CNFVE solutions, and we provided a numerical example validating
the advantage of the fully discrete CNFVE formulation. It is shown that the fully discrete
CNFVE formulation is far better than the fully discrete FVE formulation with the first-
order accuracy in time.

Future research work in this area will aim at extending the fully discrete CNFVE formu-
lation to some real-life Sobolev equations and to a set of more complicated PDEs such as

the atmosphere quality forecast system and the ocean fluid forecast system.
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